
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Principles of Engagement for Efforts Toward Collaboration on Climate, Trade 
and Food Systems Events 

The livestock sector of the Americas is a global leader in sustainable food production and exports yet is 
also vulnerable to and experiencing the effects of climate change on productivity, livelihoods, and 
natural resources, including the livestock-forestry system. At the same time, our sector is one of only a 
very few that are currently offering immediate proven solutions to mitigate climate change in an 
efficient and economically viable manner.  

We observe that too often policies intended to reduce human environmental impact overlook the 
sector’s positive contributions and fail to adequately consider the diverse circumstances and unique 
needs of livestock producers in different regions including producers of livestock-forestry regions. 
Recent global convenings have heightened the need for agricultural producers in the Americas, 
particularly livestock producers, to join together, engage their government representatives, and work 
with likeminded organizations to insist that efforts intended to promote more sustainable agri-food 
systems are driven by science, empirical evidence, avoid ideology, reject one-size-fits all approaches, 
reflect the realities of food production, encourage sustainable productivity growth, incentivize trade, 
and put producers first.  

Livestock producers in the Americas have been working for years to increase food production while 
addressing food security and lowering environmental footprint. Further addressing the climate impact of 
the livestock ecosystem is a priority concern and shared responsibility that requires science-based 
solutions, innovations, and policies, alongside greater investments.  

The lack of incentives together with the rising costs and risks associated with climate change and the 
investments needed for more sustainable agri-food systems cannot be shouldered by producers alone. 
Financing must be made available and capital markets created or evolved to incentivize sustainable 
production and emissions reductions that are accessible, de-risk investment, and facilitate education 
and communication programs. Partnerships, multisectoral platforms, and other knowledge and 
innovation exchange must be encouraged. It is critical to show the importance of livestock operations in 
numerous developing countries with many small and medium farmers. 

The undersigned organizations, therefore, recognize that trade is important for the livelihood of our 
industries as well as consumers around the world and that we play an important role in the economy of 
our countries. Furthermore, we acknowledge that COP 28 and other future climate and food systems 
events present important opportunities for collaboration by agricultural stakeholders in the Americas. 
We, therefore, commit to work together, particularly with our government representatives, to:  




